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esigning in and for Long-Term
 

Collaboration: From
 Co-design to 

M
aking Com

m
ons

In design for social innovation, there are tw
o central concerns. 

O
ne is related to how

 to support collaborative processes: 
bringing together diff

erent stakeholders (from
 citizens, to civil 

servants; from
 entrepreneurs to representatives of the third 

sector). The other is the question of how
 to develop long-term

 
collaborations am

ong actors w
ith diverse interests. Starting 

w
ith som

e on-going projects at M
alm

ö Living Labs, the lecture 
proposes a particular fram

ing, i.e. m
aking com

m
ons, to 

articulate w
hat designing in and for such collaborations m

ight 
entail. Specifically such a fram

e highlights issues of ow
nership, 

value production and pow
er relations in such collaborations.
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A
nna Seravalli is a senior lecturer at M

alm
ö U

niversity. 
She has a background as industrial designer and a PhD

 in 
design for social innovation. She is exploring how

 to de-
sign in and for collaborative processes by engaging in 
long-term

 collective eff
orts w

ith a num
ber of diff

erent 
actors in M

alm
ö, Sw

eden.
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A
rchitect and PhD

 in D
esign, A

nna M
eroni is A

ssociate 
Professor of D

esign in the D
epartm

ent of D
esign at the 

Politecnico di M
ilano. H

er research focus is on service and 
strategic design for sustainability to foster social innova-
tion and local developm

ent.  She serves as international 
coordinator of the D

ESIS-D
esign for Social Innovation 

and Sustainability N
etw

ork.
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rki research 
group in the A
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edia Lab in H
elsinki, Finland.
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Sarah Zerw
as has w

orked for nearly five years as a de-
sign researcher at B

raunschw
eig U

niversity of A
rt. In 

her research, she has focused on Transform
ation D

esign 
and narrative structures. In 2014, she and K

ristof von 
A

nshelm
 founded ‘von A

 und Z’, an agency for inspirati-
on m

anagem
ent. w

w
w

.vonaundz.de

27. O
ktober 2015
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hr

D
esigning w

ith Social Innovators
Today debate about social innovation is very rich and 
m

ultidisciplinary. B
esides the social sciences, D

esign plays a 
prom

inent and recognized role for the creation of favourable 
contexts for social innovators. It is an acknow

ledged disciplinary 
approach that can prom

pt society at large to be active in 
“designing” its ow

n w
ays of doing, and train the innovators to be 

m
ore com

petent in their initiatives. The D
ESIS is an 

international netw
ork of design universities dealing w

ith 
research and education in this field w

hose distinctive approach 
is practice-based research. The lecture w

ill present and discuss a 
few

 projects from
 the N

etw
ork.

D
esign in Society

D
esign is m

ost com
m

only perceived as an activity connected  
to products: designers design products. N

ow
 is a high tim

e to 
expand that view

. The w
orld is in serious trouble, and design as  

a field and designers as people should do their best to contribute 
to resolutions. W

e also need to give up our perceived ow
nership 

of design, as a phenom
enon, a capacity and a field of activity, 

and recognize its universality w
ithin universe and hum

an culture. 
In m

y talk I w
ill discuss design, society, utopia, design fiction, and 

our current Redesign of Society initiative.  
(w

w
w

.redesignofsociety.org)

Transform
ation D

esign – Perspectives 
on a N

ew
 D

esign Attitude
Transform

ation D
esign seeks new

 w
ays to change society and 

behaviours through new
 form

s of innovation. It turns aw
ay from

 
U

ser-Centred D
esign that focuses on individual consum

ers of 
products or services. It is aim

ed at extending hum
an-centred 

tow
ards a society-centred attitude by focusing on the social 

dim
ensions and conditions of designing. Sarah Zerw

as, co-editor 
of „Transform

ation D
esign - Perspectives on a N

ew
 D

esign 
Attitude“, w

ill talk about som
e of the questions and answ

ers, 
theories and m

ethods, ideas and projects discussed in the book, 
w

hich are put forw
ard to encourage international debates in 

favour of a responsible design attitude. (The lecture w
ill be held 

in G
erm

an.)
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ber 2015
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hr

12. Januar 2016
19.00 – 20.30 U

hr
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